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Montana Free Press produces in-

depth public service journalism

that creates positive change and

helps move society toward justice

and equity.

M I S S I O N  S T A T E M E N T

A B O U T  U S
M O N T A N A  F R E E  P R E S S

Montana Free Press empowers
citizens and strengthens democracy
by serving as an independent
watchdog covering the most
important issues facing the state.
We fill the investigative reporting
gap created by the decline of
statehouse news bureaus and
diminished corporate investment in
watchdog journalism. We do this
by cultivating well-informed sources,
studying arcane bureaucratic
processes, seeking out dark corners
of major institutions, digging deep
into data, and holding those in
power accountable to the people.

Like-minded individuals and
organizations recognize the critical
need for truth-telling, now more than
ever, and support our efforts.
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B O A R D ,  S T A F F ,  P A R T N E R S

John S. Adams, Chair

Andrew Geiger, Secretary

Jessie Schandelson, Treasurer

Skylar Browning

John Brueggeman

Gregar Lind

2 0 1 9  B O A R D  O F  D I R E C T O R S

John S. Adams, Editor-in-Chief and Founder

Brad Tyer, Editor

Eric Dietrich, Reporter

Leia Larson, Reporter

2 0 1 9  S T A F F

Belgrade News, Big Timber Pioneer, Billings Gazette, Bitterroot Star, Blackfoot Valley

Dispatch, Boulder Monitor, Bozeman Daily Chronicle, Carbon County News, Cascade

Courier, Char-Koosta News, Choteau Acantha, Circle Banner, Clark Fork Valley Press,

Cut Bank Pioneer Press, Daily Inter Lake, Ekalaka Eagle, Explore Big Sky, Fairfield Sun

Times, Flathead Beacon, Glacier Reporter, Glasgow Courier, Glendive Ranger Review,

Great Falls Tribune, Havre Daily News, Hungry Horse News, Independent Press,

Independent Record, Independent-Observer, Lake County Leaders, Laurel Outlook,

Lewistown News-Argus, Livingston Enterprise, Lone Peak Lookout, Madisonian, Miles

City Star, Mineral Independent, Missoulian, Montana Pioneer, Montana Public Radio,

Montana Standard, Montanian, Philipsburg Mail, Ravalli Republic, Roundup Record

Tribune, Seeley Swan Pathfinder, Shelby Promoter, Sidney Herald, Stillwater County

News, Terry Tribune, Tobacco Valley News, Valley Journal, West Yellowstone Star,

Western News, Yellowstone County News, Yellowstone Public Radio

M E D I A  P A R T N E R S
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We developed online tools to track lawmakers and their votes to increase transparency and accountability in
the legislative process. Most importantly, we explained what was happening at the Capitol and why it
mattered to Montanans throughout the state.

In July, Eric joined the reporting team on a full-time basis. A month later we tapped longtime Missoula
Independent editor Brad Tyer as our first full-time editor. Over the course of the year, our original news
reporting was picked up by — and appeared in print in — more than 50 of the state’s newspapers, from
Sidney to Libby. Our monthly online readership grew to nearly 10,000 visitors per month, and we counted
more than 3,000 people among our online newsletter subscribers. This year we also teamed up with the
Montana Newspaper Association and Solutions Journalism Network to produce a statewide reporting
collaboration on the state’s aging demographics, which we’re excited to launch in the first part of 2020.

And throughout it all, support for our work has continued to grow.

As 2019 drew to a close, we reached out to our rapidly growing list of subscribers and asked for their help
funding our vital work. We were overwhelmed with the response to our year-end NewsMatch campaign,
with individual donations pouring in to help us exceed our ambitious goal of raising $50,000. That financial
support shows how much people value independent accountability journalism. As we head into 2020, we’re
excited about where we will grow next. We’ve already begun the search for another reporter to add to our
talented news team, and we anticipate strengthening our organizational capacity in the coming months as
well.

Thanks to all of you, from our esteemed board of directors to our individual donors to our foundation
supporters, for making this work possible. We truly couldn’t do it without you.

As the state’s first nonprofit statewide news organization,
Montana Free Press strives to provide Montanans access to
critical news and information about what’s going on in their
state’s capital. We launched Montana Free Press in 2016
with the goal of keeping in-depth statehouse news reporting
alive and well in Montana.

As we turn the page on 2019, I’m happy to report that
we’re meeting that goal. We still have a lot of work to do.
Nevertheless, this year we demonstrated that reader-
supported, nonprofit statehouse news is not only a viable
proposition, but plays an essential role in Montana’s
journalism landscape.

n January, our small team of three journalists — including
data reporter Eric Dietrich, Capitol reporter Leia Larsen, and
myself — provided blanket coverage of Montana’s 66th
legislative session. We launched a first-of-its-kind weekly
political podcast, The Montana Lowdown, featuring in-depth
interviews with the state’s top newsmakers.

F R O M  T H E  F O U N D E R
J O H N  S .  A D A M S
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As a percentage of the overall budget.

20 1 9  EXPENSES

THIS  FINANCIAL  SUMMARY  HAS  BEEN

RECONCILED  BY  ACCOUNTANTS ,  BUT

HAS  NOT  BEEN  AUDITED .

Personnel

51.5%

Editorial support

16.2%

Prof svcs

15.2%

Office/equipment

5.1%

Travel

4%

Ads/Mktg

3%

F I N A N C I A L  R E P O R T

S T A T E M E N T  O F  A C T I V I T Y
J A N U A R Y  1 -  D E C E M B E R  3 1 ,  2 0 1 9

Foundation grants

Major gifts (>$1,000)

Membership (<$1,000) 

Income

$86,500

$172,000

$118,725

Total Income $377,225

Personnel (salaries, benefits, taxes)

Advertising and marketing

Development

Editorial support

Office and equipment

Professional services

Technology infrastructure

Travel and meetings   

Expenses

$155,870

$9,559

$7,100

$50,014

$16,791

$45,305

$8,481

$13,140

Total Expenses $306,260

TOTAL OPERATING RESERVE AT THE

END AT THE END OF 2019

$221,202
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A U D I E N C E
B Y  T H E  N U M B E R S

Number of  members at

the end of  2019.  MTFP

members make annual

donat ions less  than

$1,000.

666 24%
Number of  members

who support  MTFP with

monthly or  annual ly

recurr ing donat ions.

3,525
Number of  emai l

newslet ter  subscr ibers

by the end of  2019.

9.8K
Average monthly

vis i tors  to the MTFP

websi te .  

Print

circulation 

in 2019

54
# of Montana Newspaper

Association member newspapers
that ran MTFP stories

89,324
Daily circulation total

201,420
Weekly circulation total

$0
Cost to publishers 

to run MTFP 
statewide content
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S P E C I A L  P R O J E C T S

M O N T A N A  L O W D O W N  P O D C A S T

L O N G  S T R E E T S  P R O J E C T

L E G I S L A T I V E  G U I D E

During the 2019 legislative session, we produced an experimental legislative
guide ‘news app’ that compiled and presented legislative data to help readers
understand how proposed laws were moving through the legislative process
and how lawmakers were voting. We ultimately published a page in the guide
for each of the 1,140 bills introduced in 2019 and presented statistics
indicating how often each of Montana’s 150 lawmakers were voting with their
respective party caucuses.

The Montana Lowdown features in-depth conversations with top newsmakers,
journalists, politicians, and experts about significant issues facing America’s
“last best place.” Hosted by veteran award-winning journalist and Montana
Free Press founder John S. Adams.

Our Long Streets Project, a series devoted to in-depth explorations of the
dynamics around Montana’s “long streets” economy, uses data analysis and
narrative reporting to dig into telecommuting, workforce development and air
travel access among other topics. Long Streets stories are routinely republished
online and in print by urban and rural local news organizations across
Montana.
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MAJOR  DONORS  

T H A N K  Y O U ,  S U P P O R T E R S !

2 0 1 9  M E M B E R S ,  B Y  L E V E L
($5,000+)

Buchanan Capital, Inc.

Sally Cahill

Cloud Mountain Foundation

David and Linda Cornfield

Greater Montana Foundation

High Stakes Foundation

Phil I. Kent Foundation

Wilburforce Foundation

Major Supporter ($500-4,999 per year)

John Adams; Daniel H Adler; Sidney Armstrong; Ed & Mary Barrett;
Stephen Baum; Jane Bestor; Paul Brown; Skylar Browning; John
Brueggeman; Kyle Copeland; Flathead Beacon Foundation; Linda &
Sandy Gallanter; Drew Geiger; Carl Haefling; Keith Hammonds;
Donnie Harriott & Carol McKerrow; Rick & Jane Hays; Charles
Johnson; Gregar Lind & Monica Tranel; Kurtis M; George Penn; Rick
and Mary Lee Reese; Sam Popkin; Stanley Sandrowicz; Mark Sanz;
William Scott; Daniel Short; Nancy Stephens; Michel Stern; Dan &
Jackie Swanson; Sheffield Van Buren; Sarah Vowell; Michael Wickes

Benefactor ($100-499 per year)

Mary Adams; Roberta Ahlquist; Marjorie Albers; Mark Anderson;
Timothy Anderson; Cyndy Andrus; David Ashley; Jim Baerg; Lee
Bartlett; Lindsey Bashore; Catherine Bentler; Bill Berg; Jeremy Berrian;
Elizabeth Best; Andrea & Nathan Bourne; Cary Brazeman; Stanley
Brooks; Robert Brown; Paul Brown; Nancy H Brown; Shawn Bryant;
Gary & Norma Buchanan; Robert Callaway; Mary Camuso; 
C T Canterbury; Linda Caricaburu; Amy Carlson; Suzanne Clarke; Sophia Collier; John Conlan; Sheila Conners; Randy Connors; Frances
Coover; Lisa & Tom Cordingley; John Correia; Jud Cremata; Vincent Crisci; William Dakin; Brad Dalton; Karen Davidson; Lloyd Davison;
Lucy Dayton; Laura DeNuccio; Deborah Dick; Randy Dietrich; Lloyd Dinkelspiel; Dale Dramstad; Kristi DuBois; Amy Duclos; Ronald E Foster;
Steven Eagle; Susan Effertz; Tracy Ellig; Denise Elliott; Stuart Elliott; Kevin Ellis; Larry & Callie Epstein; Eric Feaver; Rosemary Ferreri; Tammi
Fisher; Ross Fitzgerald; Fred & Judith Flanders; Tom Flowers; Susan Foster; Amanda Freeman; Moffie Funk; Elizabeth Gans; Dexter Geiger;
Claudia Gentner; Kimberly Gibson; Karin Gjording; Richard Gockel; Loretta Goodenbour; Edward Grandstaff; Nora Gray; Robert Guillou;
Roger Hagan; Mary  Hall; Edwin Hall; Sybille Hanson; Henry Happel; Barbara Harris; Susan Hay Patrick; Denise Hayman; Andrew
Hazelton; Dennis Heinzig; Arthur Held; Daphne Herling; Cynthia Hoelscher; James Hofmann; Winifred Horne; Harry Houze; Eleanora
Howard; Franz Igler; Christine Igler; John Ilgenfritz & Sheena Wilson; Gary M. Itano; Dwaine Iverson; Danna Jackson; Sarah Jaeger;
Madhuri Jagannath; Sophie Janney; James Jensen; Mary Johnson; Gregory R Johnson; Julie Johnson; Michael Johnson; Barbara Johnson;
Mark Juedeman; Mike Kadas; Leslie Kaercher; Marie Kall; Travis Kavulla; Patricia Keane-Richmond; Emily Kelly; Bob Kiesling; Mary Louise
Krumm; Charles Kuether; Ed Kushner; Susan Lake; Kirby Lambert; Ann Lauer; Linda Lee; Janet Lindh; Tristan Loper; Ross Lundstrom; Loretta
Lynde; Alyssa Macdonald; Mark Mackin; Jaime MacNaughton; James Maher; Stephen Maly; Jeff Mangan; Deena Mansour; Tony & Carol
Marino; Melody Martinsen; Barbara and Tom Maxwell; Janele McCall; Linda McCulloch; Rod McIver; Rebecca McLaughlin; Angela McLean;
Mary McNally; Debra McNeill; Doug McSpadden; Sherry Meador; Mari Messinger; Katie Meyer; Louis Miles; Carol Miller; Mary Moe;
Duane Moe; John Moore; Shane Morigeau; Ken Morrison; Leemunrochev Munro; Robin Murphy; Pauline Murray; L.A. Mutschler; Aidan
Myhre; Vicki Nelson; Gaius Nelson; Brenda Nordlund; John O'Brien; Tim O'Leary; Heather O'Loughlin; Nader Oskoui; Eva Patten; Margaret
Perryman; Jeffrey Peterson; Jim Peterson; Lawrence Pettit; Curtis Phillips; Stephen Potenberg; Barbara & Dennis Prager; Marnie Prigge; Ron
Pulcini; Rick Pyfer; Wilbur Rehmann; Henry Reich; Sierra Richmond; Zack Rogala; Kristin Ruppel; Marguerite Ryan; Barbara Sample;
Gregory Sapire; Jessie Schandelson; Dax Schieffer; Jay Schmidt; Joan Segall; Heather Segrest; Stephen Seninger; Matthew Singer; Rosana
Skelton; Tresa Smith; Jeremy Smith; Hannah Specht; Nicholas Stamato; Alice Stanley; Corey Stapleton; Alex Street; Jan Sutton; Dillon Tabish;
Faye Tazawa; Kristin Tessman; Richard Thweatt;  Marilyn G Trenfield; Sandy Tutvedt; Timm Twardoski; Kenneth Vanwye; Sandi Vashro;Linda
L Vaughey;John Walden; Bob Wall;Bryce Ward; Ron Waterman;Whitney Werner; Kent Wheeler; Nadia White;Bruce Whittenberg; Leif
Wickland; Wayne Williams II; Bente Winston; Richard Wolff; Charlene Woodcock
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T H A N K  Y O U ,  S U P P O R T E R S !

Benefactor ($1-99 per year)

Kiah Abbey; Linda, John & Jim Adams; Susan Adams; David Adelson; Royden Alexander; Marty Almquist; Richard Altemus; Edward
Alvarez; Janet Andrew; Shiva-Nandan Arens; Shirley Atkins; Dorlan Bales; Will Ballew; Uri Barnea; Mary Barrett; Bryan Barrett-Catton; Jed
Barton; Alexandra Baylis; Katie Beall; Lyrae W Becker; Linda Beischel; Janice Benham; Sue Bennett; Renee Berglund; Matthew Berube;
Daniel Biehl; Robin Biffle; Jo Dee Black; Eleanor Blitzer; John Blodgett; Allie Blum; Carole Boerner; Micah Bogage; Sandra Bolles; Jeff
Bollman; Faye Boom; Barbara Boorman; John & Julia Borgreen; Karin Boyd; Pamela Boyd; Pam Braaten; Patricia Bradley; Betsy Brandborg;
Jacqueline Brennan; Derek Brouwer; Debora Brown; Darrell Brown; Deborah Brown; Tom Brownscombe; Ed Brunsvold; Chris Bryant; Dan
Bucks; Karen Burstein; Jason Bush; John Bushnell; Patricia Butler; Kathy Caldwell; Lisa Calliham; Michael Calvert; Randy Carpenter; Shane
Castle; Ellen Chaffee; Steven Chamberlin; Claudia Clifford; Cathy Cloepfil; Carla Cobb; Teresa Cohea; Joshua Conrad; John Conyngham;
Cathy & Ned Cooney; David Cooper; Judy Cornelius-Hawk; James Courtney; Ann Courtney; Sara Cox; JP Crowley; Steven Cunningham;
Jean Dahlman; Warren Davis; Oriel Davis Lyons; Jason Delmue; Jody Deschenes; Denise Deutsch; Robin Donaldson; Joanne Dornan; Patricia
Doyle; Jon Drewsen; Kimberly Dudik; Mary Catherine Dunphy; Mary Ann Dunwell; Joe Easton; Paul Edwards; Carol Edwards; Sheldon
Ekland-Olson; Bonnie Eldredge; Colleen Elliott; Nick Engler; Maryann Erickson; Jeffrey Essmann; Thaddeus Fedoruk; Dorothy Filson; Diane
Fladmo; Ramona Flightner; Benjamin Fowlkes; Jeff Fox; Ralph Franklin; Allison Franz; Joice Franzen; Ivy Fredrickson; Janice Frisch; Tatiana
Gant; Alison Gauthier; John Gayusky; Connie Genger; Malcolm Gilbert; Robert Gilbreath; LInda Gillison; Susan Good Geise; Selvin Gootar;
Ann Clary Gordon; Christine Graesser; Elaina Graham; Nancy Greenfield; James Greenwood; Daryl Grenz; Nik Griffith; Gerben Grobben;
Catherine Grott; Marilyn Guggenheim; Shan Guisinger; Hannah Gullickson; Liz Gundersen; Jenifer Gursky; Gregory Hallsten; Linda
Halstead-Acharya; William Hamilton; Kevin Hamm; Ryan Hammon; Deborah Hanson; Tom Harpole; John Harrington; Emily Harris; James
Harrison; George Hart; James Hartung; Cuyler Harvey; K.C. Hayes;  Alice Hecht; Anne Hedges; John Heidke; William Helsper; Bryher
Herak; Johnathan Hettinger; Max Hjortsberg; Per Høgh; Dean Hoistad; Jacqueline Holland; Sally Hollis; Mary Holt; Gwen Hoppe; Sharon
Horner; Jerry Horton; Eileen Hostetler; Verne W House; Joy Howell; Roy Hsu; Linda Huffenberger; James Hunter; Julie Huntington; Brian
Hybner; John Iverson; Joni Jacobson; Paul Jacquay; Kathy James; Steven Janzen; Bobbi Jasmin; Edwin Jasmin; Craig Jewell; Peter Johnson;
Shelley Johnson; Derf Johnson; Bill Jones; Mike Jopek; Kathy Jordan; Robert Judd; Ruth Juris; Matthew K Arno; Brian Kahn; Eloise Kendy;
Linda Kenoyer; Linda King; Rachel King; Scott Kinner; Nell Kirchhoff; Susan Kirchmyer; Daniel Klein; Thea Koehler; Martha Kohl; Susan
Kohler; Jill Kolodziej; Jasmine Krotkov; Penny Kurtz; Melissa Kwasny; Dan Lambson; Lynne Lansdon; Kim Lapp; Sharlene Larance; Vance
Larsen; Lane & Lynn Larson; Pam Lemelin; Justin Lesbirel; Joy Lewis; Dave Lewis; Dan Lloyd; Ellen Lomega; Joseph & Karen Loos; Tristan
Loper; Kimberly Lugthart; Anthony Lukes; Gina MacIlwraith; Marianne Madler; Doug Mallory; Richard Mangan; William Marcus; Noel
Marshall; Larry Martin; D Kathleen Martin; Caitlin Masingill; Ross Mason; Judy & Gary Matson; Gabe Mattingly; Matthew McCarthy;
Marilyn McDole; Betsy McDonald; Clint McFarlin; Kathleen McGowan; Carter McGrath; Ashley McGrath; Scott McMillion; Marta Meengs;
Scott Meredith; Scott Metzger; Patrick Michaelsen; Jeff Milchen; John Miller; Alex Miller; Brooke Miller; Thomas Mills; Kathy Milodragovich;
Maxwell Milton; Darby Minnow Smith; Kathryn Mohar; Joan Montagne; Stacy Montemayor; Sabre Moore; Terry Moore; Megan Moore; Jim
Moore; Karel Morales; Thomas Moran; Sabella Moreno; Anne Morrison; Audrey Moss; Christopher Muller; Madhu Murugesan; Kristine
Nelson; George Nickas; Christopher Nicolosi; Michelle Nielsen; Patrick Northrup; Nancy OBrien; Phillip Odegard; Dustin Ogdin; Preston
Oliver; Amy Olson; Susie Orr; Allen Oster; Dustin Overbeck; Michael Pace; Paul Pacini; Phillip & Mary Parker; Eleanor Parker; Jim Parker;
Alan Parker; Jennifer Paterson; Sharon Patton-Griffin; Mountain Peaks; Su Pennell; Glenn Person; Cynthia Petersen; Robert Peterson; Lars
Phillips; Andrea Pickens; Linda Pierce; Jill Pierpont; Loren Pinski; Joan Porter; Constance Poten; Brandy Powers; Laura Prindiville; Brad Racino;
Doug Rand; Kimberly Reed; Heidi Rex; Martha Rhoades; Michael Rhodes; Kathie Riggs;   Mary Riitano; Wendy Riley; Dale Robinson; Dain
Rodwell; Anita Roessmann; Shelby Rogala; Bernard Rose; A.C. Rothenbuecher; Mary Ruch; Shaun Santa; Peter Schermerhorn; Tiffany
Schmidt; Anne Schmitz; Jeanette Schultz; Dallas Seaber; Makenna Sellers; Linda Semones; Mary Sexton; Tyler Shaffer; Timothy Sharp; Susan
Sheard; Susan Shepard; Darlene Sievert; Jeff Sillick; Rob Simon; Sheryl Small; Max Smith; Morgan Smith; Stuart Smith; Linda Smith; Pat
Smith; Susanna Soper; Rebecca Spring; Charlie Stalnaker; David & Patti Steinmuller; Alicia Stickney;   Olivia Stockman; Ibnar Stratibus;
Keriann Strickland; Jean Stromnes; Joan Stuart; Virginia Sullivan; John Sullivan; Cassandra Sunell; Sahra Susman; Doug Swanson; Dennis
Swibold; Debra Tarver; Kenneth Taylor; Danny Tenenbaum; Lorna Thackeray; Ednor Therriault; Elizabeth Thiel; Tom Thomas; Archie & Mrs.
Thomas; Linda Thomas; Horace & Valerie Thompson; Robert Trautman; Marcella Tronetti; Michael Tucker; Mitchell Turner; Brad Tyer; David
Uberuaga; Brian Upton; Jeff Vantine; Patrick Vaughan; Heather Volkoff; Pamela Waggener; William Walker; Kathryn Wallace; Stewart
Walsh; Brian Walsh; Elizabeth West; Eric Whitney; Lora Wier; Dale Wiseley; Tanya Wojcik; Mae Woo; Tom Woods; John Wright; Petr
Yakovlev; Max Yancy; Martha M Yee; Heidi Youmans; Hugh & Karen Zackheim; Shelby Zadow; Martin Zaluski; Zane Zell; Robert Zink
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